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EDITORIAL 

We praise God for His wonderful blessing upon 
the efforts of those who have been working for 
the success of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
He has so marvelously answered prayer in so many, 
many ways. Our every financial need has thus 
far been met. 
The first issue (May) went out to 720 bona 
fide subscribers; the second issue (June) was sent 
to 1114 subscribers. The subscriptions continue to 
come in on every mail. ee 

Several hundred heart-warming letters of en- 


couragement have come in to us from ministers, . 


elders, laymen and the women and young people 
of our Church. Quite a number have told us that 
a friend loaned them his or her copy, and after 
reading it they sent in their own subscriptions. 

Our readers may help in a very real way by 
giving others their estimate of the Journal. If you 
believe in those things for which God’s Word 
stands; if you believe in the historic position of 
our beloved Presbyterian Church, as interpreted 
in our Standards; if you want to help out in a 
positive way with the statement, defense and 
propagation of these great truths, we invite you 
to have a ‘part in the ministry of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. Pray for us, speak a good 
word for us as you have opportunity, enlist other 
prayer helpers, and send us the names of men, 
women and young people who you think would be 
definitely interested in the work we are doing. 

We take great courage in the Lord and go 
forward in His strength. 

—H. B. D. 


Church Courts: 


This Editor has just heard of a system recently 
adopted by one of our leading Churches—the 


Myers Park Presbyterian Church at Charlotte, 


N. C., with regard to the Elder Representative 
of that Church at Church Courts—Presbytery, 
and Synod. 

Heretofore this representation by alpha- 
betical rotation, irrespective of the Elders’ in- 
terest in or gifts for performing this service. 
Under the new system, each year the Session 
will elect a Church Court Committee ¢omposed 


of two—a Principal and an Alternate. These two 
will serve for a year, the Alternate taking over 
when the Principal is unable to attend. The 
other Elders will be assigned in alphabetical ro- 
tation to attend as “observers” to keep refreshed 
on how the Court operates. 


We feel that the reasoning back of this is very 
sound. We hope other Church Sessions will follow 
this wise procedure which will unquestionably 
greatly strengthen these Courts. 


Taken by and large, the Presbyterian Eldership 
is composed of able, strong, and judicious men, 
experienced and capable in affairs of both Church 
and State. Industrial and professional leadership 
abounds in its membership. It is significant, how- 
ever, how seldom our Elders take an active or 
leading part in our Church Courts. The reason for 
this we feel is simple. The Elder attending once 
every two or three years knows personally very 
few members of the Court; he knows nothing about 
the docket nor what took place at the last meet- 
ing. The fact that he is a capable man will insure 
his silence until he “gets the lay of the land.” 


By the time he is beginning to know some 
members of the Court and what is being con- 
sidered, the meeting is over, and he retires for 
two or three years from active service. This 


results in the Court receiving little or no benefit — 


from his judgment and experience in influencing 
its decisions. 


. Too frequently our Churches send Elders in 


order that these Officers may learn how the ~ 
Presbytery or Synod acts and operates. This may 
_do good to the Elder-but is certainly hard on 


the Court! Church Courts are supposed to be 
Courts! They project and determine the policies of 
the Church. We need the strength and judgment 
of our seasoned and court-informed Elders taking 
an actual and active part in their sessions and de- 
cisions. This will come only .from Elders who are 
at home in ‘the Court~and familiar with its 
personnel and operation. We feel that this plan 
adopted by the Myers Park Church ‘is a wise step 
in the right direction. If adopted generally by our 
Churches, our Church Courts would be greatly 
strengthened thereby. , 


H. B. D. 
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Unholy Alliances 


By Rev. Robert Ervin Hough, D.D.* 


A veritable wave of unionism is sweeping over 
the world. War, politics, business, and even re- 
ligion are making strange bed fellows. The main 
purpose today is not so much to maintain a po- 


sition, defend the truth, or sustain an unswerving | 


testimony to Christ, but to get together organi- 
zationally. The strength of the Church is not so 


much in Jehovah as it is in numbers. Smallness 
is a calamity; bigness is a blessing, no matter what 


may be the component parts of the mass which 
wins our admiration. A campaign of no mean 
proportion has been inaugurated to bring together 
the various religious beliefs into one great or- 
ganization. Gatherings are being held in various 
sections of the country in which representatives 
not merely of the same faith and order but of 
divergent beliefs and practices sit down together 
with the idea of discovering a common ground 
of fellowship, however flimsy that ground may be. 
The idea is an appealing one, and we would 


most heartily support it provided the one and only . 


ground of Christian fellowship -was adopted. Christ 
is the sole foundation for such fellowship. ‘‘For 
other foundation can no-man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.”” Apart from Him there is no 
true basis of fellowship no matter how much else 
may be held in common. The Scriptures, which are 
our only authority in such matters, make this 
point plain. For example, in the First Epistle of 
Peter, Christ is presented as the heart and center 
of every feature and phase of Christian doctrine 
and fellowship. Here our Lord is described as the 
“living stone’? and all true believers as the “living 
stones’, each possessing the same life and having 
the same nature as the “living stone’. These 
“living stones’—the believers—are ‘builded to- 
gether for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 


In this building Christ Himself is the ‘‘chief corner 


stone’, which means that He not only supports 
the building but holds it together. It means that all 
believers are to find their union only in Him who 
is made the head of the corner. 

We need constantly to remind ourselves that as 


. God has only one way of saving sinners He has 


only one way of uniting saints, and that is in and 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. It is therefore 
impossible to establish and maintain Christian 
fellowship apart from Him. ‘Now therefore’’, 
writes Paul to the Ephesians, “ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; and are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: 
in whom‘ ye are builded together for an habitation 


connections, clubs, fleeting and superficial relation- 


‘ships, but the only enduring brotherhood is the 
brotherhood which is built upon faith in Christ 


Jesus as Saviour.” Christ is the all-essential of 
unity just as He is for everything else in Christian 
living and doctrine. Whether we are willing there- 
fore to admit it or not, there can be no unity 
save that which comes through Christ, the Chief 
Corner Stone, and produced by the Holy Spirit. 

_ And yet with all this body of truth before it, 
the religious’-world-is rushing pell mell into all 
sorts of, fellowships and federations in. utter dis- 


(Eph. 2:19-22). As 


regard as to whether Christ is accepted in His true 
sphere or rejected, honored or dishonored. More- 
over, “this growing spirit @f oneness in the great 
program of the churches’ ‘is hailed as conclusive 
evidence that the religious world is ‘‘coming more , 
into line with the mind of the Master of us all” 
than at any other time in. the history of the 
Ghurch. And it is now no uncommon sight to see 
‘‘all faiths” sitting together in blissful “unity” 


' listening to eulogies of the Man Christ Jesus, de- 
spite the fact that a goodly proportion of the 


group deny outright practically every cardinal 
doctrine of our most holy faith. eee. 
Nor is this all. If one has any particular con- 
viction concerning these blessed doctrines and 
insists on testifying concerning them, he is forth- 
with denounced as a narrow, bigoted obstructionist, 


. a wilful opponent of progress and good will; while, 


on'the other hand, the one who has no such con- 
victions and no doctrine to uphold and defend 
is proclaimed the very embodiment of Christianity 
and given a high seat among the mighty. 

It is generally agreed. that the Church is far 
from being at its best spiritually. It is not measur- 
ing up to its privileges and opportunities. And 
facing this fact, many have concluded that the 
only way to remedy this weakness is by organi- 
zation and union. If we could all get together 
in. the Spirit and mind of Christ all our difficulties 
would be settled. But the union sought today is of 
our own making; it is external and superficial; it 
is wrought by accommodation and compromise con- 
cerning the assentials of our Christian faith A 
recent correspondent from the occupied countries 
of Europe has a word to say concerning the 
churches there which we would do well to ponder. 
He writes, “The’ churches of Europe have never 
been weaker organizationally.; they have never 
been stronger spiritually.”” And the explanation 
which he offers is this, ““The churches being shut 
in from organizational programs and. activities, 
both clergy and the lay people have been driven 
into the deeper elements of their religious faith.” 


The refining process must come here also. But why 


wait until some compulsion from without, such 
as has brought it to pass in Europe, should be 
visited upon us? Is it not perfectly clear that what. 
we need to do is to. spend far less time and effort 
on the incidentals, and get down to the great 
primary things of Christian service? Let us cease 
all this agitation about federations and unions, 
which at best do net touch the vitals of Christ- 
ianity, and stand sure‘and steadfast ‘“‘for the faith 
which’ was once delivered unto the saints’, and 
do the work which He has commanded us. This 
we should do not only for our own sake, but also 
for the sake of the lost world around us. To be 
sure in taking the position as a perpetual protestant 
against all unholy affiliations, one will most 
certainly incur the criticism of many of his pro- 
fessed fellow believers, but he should remember 
that in so doing he will have the blessed assur- 


‘ance that in honoring the Saviour in all things he 


will be well pleasing unto God, who has promised 
to receive him, be a father unto him, and regard 


‘him with loving interest as one of His own blood 
bought children. That alone counts, and is worth 


infinitely more than it costs in criticism and mis- 
understanding. When we form alliances, therefore, 
let us be sure that we do so on the right basis. 
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“For many deceivers are entered into the world, 
who -confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the 


flesh. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in . 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that. 


abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath the 


Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into. 


your house, neither bid him God speed; for he 


that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil © 


deeds.”’ (2 John vs. 7-11). 

Thus we come back to our starting point. We 
are the representatives and trustees of the glorious 
gospel of the blessed Christ which more than any- 


thing else the world is needing, and which alone 
can guide our feet into the paths of righteousness 
and peace. But we can be effective representatives 


- and trustees only in proportion as our hearts and 


minds and wills are given to Him who loved ys 
and gave Himself for us. Let us therefgre re-affirm 
our loyalty to Jesus Christ as alone entitled to 
our absolute allegiance, .and join hands only with 
those who are of like mind and heart. 


*Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, 
Jackson, Miss. 


Men For Missions Movement 
R. T. Faucette . Chairman 


MONTREAT (N. C.) CONFERENCE 
August 14-16, 1942. 


‘The third Laymen’s Foreign Mission Conference 
will be held at Montreat the week-end of August 
14-16. This announcement has been deferred pend- 
ing the recent meeting of our General Assembly. 
Our highest Church court ruled: | 


“That our Assembly advises its Committee on 
Foreign Missions that when the deficit now existing 
has been paid, it should begin to accumulate a re- 
serve fund for the restoration of ruined mission 
properties in war areas, and for the sending out 
of many new missionaries as promptly as possible 
after the cessation of hostilities.” 


Under the most terrific handicaps, our Church 
is continuing its support of a large number of 
our missionaries in the far east right in the midst 
of war. Africa, Mexico, and our American neigh- 
bors to the south of us are offering us marvelous 
opportunities with wide open doors and are simpl 
crying for missionaries. 

Our young men and women are offering their 
lives for the supreme sacrifice of taking the Gospel 
to the uttermost parts of the earth in astounding 
numbers. 


Our Lord’s Great Commission was never in- © 


tended to fold up at the sound of war: This Com- 
mand is—‘Onward Christian soldiers, marching as 
to war, with the cross of Jesus going on before.” 

Surely we now need the full armour of God. 
Our Montreat program is planned to so equip 
those who attend. The following speakers guarantee 
—Information, Inspiration and Encouragement: 

Dr. Chas. R. Erdman, Dr. William Crowe, Dr. 
M. G. Gutzke, Rev. Edgar. Woods, Hon. Chas. G. 
Rose, Dr. George McKee, Dr. H. M. Washburn, Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, Mr. S. J. Patterson. 7 

If the result of this war should be to open the 
heart of the world to the Gospel of Christ, let’s 
equip our forces now for such an opportunity. If 
distance prevents your coming to Montreat this 
summer, please pray, work and “tell others’”’ of the 
purposes to which we are dedicating ourselves in 
this Movement. 

Let’s display now in this battle some of the 
courage, sacrifice, and fortitude with which our 
sons, who are on other far flung battle fronts, are 
thrilling the hearts of decent men around the 
world. | 

Can we claim the promises of our Master if we 


disclaim His last Command? All roads lead to 


Montreat for August 14-16. Won’t you take the 


road then? Meantime, pray—‘Lord, what wilt Thou 


have me do?” . 


-Calvinistic Conference 


On June 3 to 5 there was held at Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, the Second Calvinistic Conference. This 
three-day conference, with a registered attendance 
of 400 at the day-sessions and larger evening at- 
tendances, had as its general theme: The Word of 
God. 


This Conference opened Wednesday evening at 
Calvin College with a most inspiring address on 
the Word of God by the Rev. Harold J. Ockenga, 
Ph.D., of Park Church, Boston. On Thursday mora- 


ing the Rev. Louis Berkhof, President of Calvin 
Seminary, Grand Rapids, delivered a scholarly ad- 
dress on ‘‘What is the Word of God?” and in the 
afternoon Dr. Henry Stob, professor of philosophy 
at Calvin College, read an excellent paper on 
“The Word of God and Philosophy”. In the evening 
of the same day Dr. O. T. Allis delivered a very 
clear address on “Present-Day Interpretations of 
the Word of God’’, pointing out the fallacies of 
both the higher critical approach to and the dis- 
pensational interpretation of the Scriptures. 


On Friday Dr. John De Vries, professor of 
Chemistry at Calvin College, read an _ excellent 
paper on “The Word of God and Science’’, show- 
ing that there is not a conflict between true 
scientific teaching and the teachings of the Word 
of God. Dr. Leon Wincelius, professor of French 
Literature at Swarthmore, and still a French citi- 
zen, read a scholarly paper on “The Word of:God 
and Culture’. The speaker, an ardent student of 
John Calvin, pointed out that Calvin was far more 
appreciative of art and literature than his op- 
ponents give him credit. At the Friday afternoon 
session Prof. Thomas Welmers, of Hope College, 
an institution of the Reformed Church of America, 
read a paper on “The Word of God and Edv- 
cation”, speaking about the Calvinistic view of 


_ the child and the purpose of education. 


At the final banquet meeting Dr. William 
Crowe, minister in the Presbyterian Church South, 
spoke to 300 guests on.“‘Calvinism and Tomorrow”. 
He reminded us that Democracy and its continu- 
ance depends upon faith in the Sovereignty of 
God. At this meeting there were also short toasts 
to Calvinism given by Dr. Leon Wincelius, a native 
of France, Dr. Stephen Szabo, a Hungarian min- 
ister stranded in this country, and Dr. John Van 
Lonkhuyzon, a refugee from the Netherlands. 


Throughout the conference the Word of God 


| was held up before us as the only guide of faith 


and practice, and Calvinism was shown to be a 
system of truth that can and must be applied 
to every sphere and domain of life. 
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The Real Word God 


By Rev. Wil. R. Johnson, D.D." 


Human beings are the neediest of all earthly 
creatures. Our physical construction is such that 
almost every hour of every day is filled with.a 
clamouring for satisfaction, of one form or an- 
other. But in this we are not immeasurably re- 
moved from the animal creation. In the realm of 
the mental our needs are far more pronounced. 
The ability to think is a terrifically disturbing 
thing, and most human souls know the hell of 
groping in an impenetrable fog of doubt and fear, 
created by ignorance. But it is in the realm of 
the spiritual that our need assumes crushing pro- 
portions. There is something inherent in the hu- 
man heart which can never be satisfied with any- 


thing less than a realization of the Ultimate — 


Assurance. No better name has ever been found 
for this than “God.” St. Augustine fully described 
this supreme human need whégn he said: “O God, 
Thou hast made us for Thygélf; and our souls are 
restless till they find rest in Thee.” 

While this heart hunger is. a universal experi- 
ence, the search for satisfaction has been marked 


by a vast number of pitiful wrecks, as men have 


blindly sought for the indefinable, indispensable 
Something, like ‘ 


“Children crying in the night 
Children crying for a light— 
With nothing but a cry!’ 


All seek. Some catch a fleeting glimpse of the 
Eternal Truth, and follow the gleam with flicker- 
ing hope. A few find their way from darkness into 
His glorious light. But it would seem that most 


miss the way, and wander hopelessly, for “strait 


is the gate, and narrow is the way that leads to 
life, and few there be that find it’: | 

These convictions are begotten of many personal 
experiences, as well as long years of observation. 
As a result I believe I have discovered a profound 


secret which I would share with those who are 


burdened with the same problems that almost 
crushed me. 

In the final analysis, disaster can be traced to 
a breakdown in the realm of faith. Yet faith is so 
intangible, that the average man finds great diffi- 
culty in recognising its reality, and making it a 
controlling factor in his life. In His infinite wis- 
dom God has provided an instrument whereby that 
can be done by any man—and that instrument 
is the Bible. | 
_ Whatever we may, or may not think about the 
Inspiration of the Book of Books, only that part 
of it is experimentally inspired that impresses 
itself upon us with Divine authority, as the Spirit 
of God speaks through the printed page. Then the 
“dead letter’ becomes “living Spirit,” -and is in 
very truth the Word of God to us. This I have 
learned to be true, beyond a peradventure of 
doubt, and can never be grateful enough for the 
many experiences by which I have been taught. 
Several crises in my life will be sufficient to 
illustrate this. 


I was born and raised in an irreligious atmos- 


phere, with every incentive and opportunity to 
become a sceptic. As a young man I was suddenly 
confronted with the unpleasant realization that I 
had made a bad mess of my life, and was faced by 
Inevitable ruin unless some kind of miracle 
happened. In great distress of mind, and hunger 


of: heart; I one night cried out to Gd for help. In 
my room was a very much dilapidated copy of the 
Bible, into which I had never looked. Reaching out 
for it, with an inarticulate prayer in my heart for. 
help, I opened it and read “Blessed are they that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.”’ (Mat. 6:6). That was the first 
message from the Book that ever meant anything 
to me—and it meant everything. If God Himself 
had been visibly present, and audibly spoken, the 
truth could not have been more definite nor more 
welcome. From that time on there was a more or 
less vivid realization of His Presence with me, 
leading me in the way I should go. In every testing 
hour, the same secret has revealed itself. 

There came a day when my work seemed to be 
doomed to humiliating failure. Nothing seemed 
right, and nothing so much out of kilter and com- 
pletely haywire as myself. God seemed to have 
withdrawn : himself, and doubt rode high. In 
desperation I dropped to my knees at my bedside, 
and cried “O God, if there is a God, speak to 
me so that I can be sure of your voice, or I cannot 
go on.” Half unconsciously opening a_ Bible 
that lay before me one verse seemed to catch 
fire “For this cause also we thank God without 
ceasing, because when ye received the word of 
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word ~ 
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that 
believe.” I could scarcely believe my eyes! A great 
wave of emotion swept over me, and rising from 
my knees, I clasped the open Bible to my heart 
crying. “This is in very truth the Word of God to 
me. And no man can take it away from me. It is 
my guide and my stay.” 

Oven coupled with an accident, brought on 
a serious breakdown. Awful despondency settled 
like a pall over me for the best part of two. years. 

spent much time alone, wandering the hills. One 
day I stood on-the edge of a cliff, several hundred 
feet high, overlooking the sea. An _ irresistible 
temptation came to me to step off into space and 
end it all. I did, but found my feet on a ledge, 
like a man in a dream, I clambered down from 
ledge to ledge to the last over-hang. Exhausted I 
rested for a final moment, and an impulse came 


to me, prompting as a literal voice: ‘‘Read Joshua. 


Read Joshua!’ Having a small copy of the Scrip- 
tures in my pocket, I opened and read: “There 


shall not any man be able to stand before thee 


all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so 
I will be with thee; I will not fail thee nor forsake 
thee.” New courage came creeping into my heart. 
I bowed my head and prayed with tears; climbed 
back ‘up the cliff, and found my feet on the 
pathway to full recovery. 

Again and:again, many times, the fires of test- 
ing were heated seven times, so it seemed to me. 
For the moment forgetting the neverfailing faith- 
fulness of God, and yielding to impulse to com- 
plain, and ask “Why?” God brought me up with a 
round turn, so to speak, with this gracious word: 
“He knoweth the way that I take; when He hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” ‘ 

And so the story could go on almost indefinitely 


_ through the years. Whenever the light has for the 


moment faded, and I have missed the way of 
faith, I know there is a secret which never fails to 
meet my need.- Here it is—‘‘A quiet corner, an 
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open Bible, a simple prayer for the voice of God, 
a’ listening heart, as I quietly and prayerfully 
read, and presently, without fail the light of the 
Spirit shines on the written message, and God 
speaks in the sanctuary of my soul “This is the 


way, walk ye in it.”” And if we walk in the light | 


as He is in the light, how can we have dark times. 
We can only walk with confidence when we walk 


by faith, and “faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of God.” What a blessed world this 
would be if the perplexed people of the earth only 
knew this. | | 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Gal- 
veston, Tex. 


The Broken Ideal | 


By Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D. 7 


“My little children of whom I am again in travail 
until Christ be (fully) formed in you.” Gal. 4:19. 
There was a serious sag in the Galatian Christi- 
anity. The group in that Church had been caught 


by a mechanical legality and thereby had lost the | 


_ preciousness of the gospel of grace. Paul feels that 
they are his spiritual children, and that their real | 


life, their spiritual life, is growing only as Christ 
grows in them. His father-heart can not be satisfied 
with arrested development. Nothing will satisfy 
him short of the complete and symmetrical for- 
mation of Christ in them, Lord of every area of 
their life. Retarded growth grieves his heart. 
There continues in his soul the birth-pains which 
had marked his sacrificial service in bringing them 
into spiritual life. However far short they may 
have stopped of the precious ideal which was the 
passion of his soul for them, Paul holds fast to the 


ideal. 


One of the tragic spectacles of life is to note 
the arrested development, the malformation, the 
anaemic and bloodless complexion of many Chris- 
tian lives. The reasons for these distressing con- 
ditions are often manifest. 


There are deadly foes cunningly feeling for the © 


throat of the Christian that they may strangle his 
life, and that spiritual health and vigor may not 


_be_ his portion. 


Paul’s practical ideal in this figure is that within 
the Christian Christ is born and grows, that it is no 
longer the old man that is living but Christ living 
again His life in the Christian, and the great 
objective is that Christ may be full-grown, sym- 
metrical and complete in the Christian and in 
possession’ of the great citadel of his will and un- 
disputed as Master of his life. | 
_ There are three foes to which we now direct 
our attention that lead to The Broken Ideal, that 
make the heart of Christ cry out.in the words of 
the apostle of our text. 

I.—Suf focation. 

The first method that is used to deplete the 
strength and to defeat the growth of Christ in the 
Christian is the method of Suffocation. In Luke 
11:1 one of Christ’s disciples said to Him: ‘Lord, 
teach us to pray.”’ Note, beloved, that the disciple 
does not make the request, as it is usually quoted 
by us: “‘Lord, teach us ‘how’ to pray.” The “how”. 
of prayer is inconsequential. The “fact’’ of prayer, 
and the “spirit’”’ of prayer are fundamental. 

Every growing life in human body must have 
oxygen. Cut down the oxygen you endanger the 


life and insure weakness, insipient disease, arrested 


growth. Oxygen, beloved, is not a luxury for the 
body. It is an elemental necessity. So is prayer for 
the Christian’s life, and health, and growth. You, 
as a follower’ of the Lord Jesus Christ, can in no 
wise expect a thrifty spiritual experience apart 
from the fundamental element of spiritual health 
that we call prayer. 


“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Unuttered or expressed; 
The motion of a hidden fire 

That trembles in the breast. 


€ 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

His watchword at the gates of death— 
He enters heaven with prayer.” 


We are dealing with a practical and funda- 
mental reality here. The Christian life within us 
shrivels and dies away because of Suffocation, 
for prayer is the Christian’s native air, and when 
the Christian is cut off from his native air, then 
his strength dwindles; he becomes bloodless, his 
resistence is gone; he is an easy prey to every 
manner of spiritual disease. 


An old classic story tells us that Hercules, the 
giant, sent out a challenge to wrestle any man in 
the world. The dwarf-like Antaeus answered the 
challenge, and Hercules looked upon him _ with 
disdain as Goliath sneered at David. With a great 
crowd in the arena Hercules advanced to promptly 
vanquish his unworthy opponent, but found him- 
self withstood. Greater and greater effort of his 
magnificent strength is put forth. His muscles are 
tense. Sweat runs from every pore of his body, 
but Antaeus does not go down. The great crowd 
laughs and jeers, and Hercules, humiliated, slinks 
away to his tent. That night a traitor to Antaeus 
for gold reveals to -Hercules Antaeus’ secret: 
“Your antagonist is the son of the earth. As long 
as his feet touch the earth he can not be over- 
thrown. Sever that connection and victory is yours.” 


And the next day saw Antaeus, as he met his 
antagonist, Hercules, unaware that his secret had 
been betrayed, suddenly snatched from the ground, 
crushed in mid-air by his mighty opponent. | 


Ah, beloved, how thrifty our growth, how mighty 
our strength, how invincible our cause as long as 
we are vitally connected with God through prayer! 
a helpless and hopeless when that connection 1s 
broken! 
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Prayer. Private prayer. Public prayer. Family 
prayer. The Christian’s native air! 

At a recent Church meeting this occurred: The 
officers of the Chyrch were gathered upstairs, and 
a speaker asked them, as he was discussing the 
great subject of family prayer, how many of them, 
the officers of the Church, came out of homes 
where there was the family altar. More than 90% 
witnessed to this great source of spiritual power. 
A little later the same day the same speaker met 
the group of young people, the sons and daughters 
of the officers of the Church, and the question 
was put to this group in this form: “‘How many of 
you live in homes that have the family altar?” 
And only about 5% could respond in the affirma- 
tive. Ninety percent of the church officers came 
out of homes with the family altar while 90% of 
the Church officers are building homes without 
the family altar. 


God help us, beloved! We are suffocating Christ. 


He can’t breathe. He can never hope to be fully 


formed in us when we cut off the native air, | 


prayer. 


| I1.—Strangulation. 
There is another deadly foe, and it is pictured 
for us in the parable of the sower as follows: 
“And others are they that are sown among the 
thorns. These are they that heard the Word, and 
the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches and the lusts of other things entering in 
rie Word, and it becometh unfruitful.’”’ Mark 
14:18,19. 
~Weymouth translates this last verse thus: ‘‘World- 
ly care and the deceitfulness of wealth and the 
excessive pursuit of other objects come in and 
stifle the message, and it becomes: unfruitful.” 


Here we have pictured the Strangulation of 


Christ, choked by the ‘“‘deceitfulness of riches,’’ 
by the “‘excessive pursuit of other objects.” 

Riches deceive in that they promise to buy and 
to give their possessors things that they can not 
buy. Riches can not buy happiness, or courage, or 
peace, or hope, and because they promise to buy 


these, things men break health, and sacrifice home 


ties, and responsibility to accumulate them. 

Riches deceive in that they gradually master the 
life that loves them. The ordinary process is the 
desire, the inordinate desire for riches, the effort, 
the accumulation, and the man gets the wealth; 
then spiritual and moral depression, and the wealth 
gets the man, and instead of the man owning the 
riches he is deceived and the riches own the man. 

Riches deceive in that they elude our grasp and 
fly away. Among the distinguished architects cele- 
brated in ancient Greek mythology were two 
brothers, Trophonius and Agamedes. King Hyrieus 
employed them to build his treasure house. They 
betrayed their trust and left a secret stone in the 


wall which they could remove and replace at 
pleasure. So adroitly was it done that none could 


detect their perfidy. They constantly purloined the 


king’s treasury, and he w@s amazed to find his 
locks untouched and seals unbroken, and his treas- 
ure gone. 

Many is the man, who,’ having guarded every 
possible exit, and having sealed with every hu- 
man safe-guard the possession of his wealth, finds 
that in spite of all human efforts its elusiveness 
mocks his self-confidence and it flees away. 

Its greatest deceit, however, is that it absorbs 
us. The “excessive pursuit of other objects!’”’ The 
late Bishop S. T. Henderson of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, was speaking on this subject with 


‘great power, and he made us to see how the world 


is panting today after “things.’”’ The Psalmist cries:. 


' “My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God.” My 


soul is panting, as a spent and thirsty deer pants 
and thirsts for water, for the living God. The thing 
that causes the Strangulation of Jesus and defeats 
the ideal of His being fully formed in us is that 
we pant after the dust. of the earth, and we thirst 
and pursue passionately other things. Whether they 
are good things or bad things, they are hurtful if 
they are the object of our central yearning and 
supreme effort. | 
III.—Starvation. 

Not only we, who claim to be believers, inhibit 
and defeat the full growth of the Lord Jesus in 
us by Suffocation, and by Strangulation, but we do 
it just as effectively by Starvation. Jesus said: “‘“My 
meat,” the thing upon which I live daily, the thing 
that sources my strength, my growth, my vitality, 
the thing without which I wither and die, “my meat 


>is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to 


accomplish his work.” John 4:34. 
Beloved, if Jesus’ Spirit lived upon that meat 


_ in the days of His flesh, He is living upon that 


meat today. He is dependent today upon glad 
obedience to the known will of God. If we want 
Jesus to become fully formed in us, then we must 
feed Him glad and sustained obedience to the 
known will of God. We must fill life with a prac- 
tical demonstration of the reality of our faith in 
the actuality of our service. ? 

We read in Matt. 4:- that following the long fast 
this was true of Jesus: “He afterward hungered.”’ 
Beloved, the explanation of The Broken Ideal, and 
the inhibited’ growth and development of Jesus 
in many a Christian today is that Christ in us is 
half starved. We have made impossible His thrifty 
and vigorous life throbbing with vita] strength be- 
cause we have refused to feed Him the one, lone 
meat upon which He can live and grow.’***My meat 
is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to 
bring to completion His work.” 

Slow Starvation is defeating the fully forming 
of Christ in many a professed Christian’s life. — 


SOUL-WINNING 


Dr. Philip Marquart, Army and Navy Medical 
examiner, Ft. Worth, Tex., is a consecrated Chris- 
ian, an unusual psychiatrist and a very successful 
soul winner. He rarely misses an opportunity to 
speak to men about their souls welfare, in his own 
characteristic manner. Not very long ago he wit- 
hessed to a young man whom he had under exami- 
nation for the Navy, definitely won him to Christ, 
and gave him a Gideon N. T. With his new found 


faith in Christ bubbling up in his heart, the young 
fellow was soon sent aboard a battleship. In a 
little while he had led 66 of his shipmates to the 
Lord, and gathered them together in a Bible 
class, for study and prayer. One night the captain 
of the ship attended, and was very wonderfully 
saved. Since then the work has been going on 
in its God appointed way. All the gospel needs is 
a faithful witness, and the Spirit will apply the 
Word in miracle working power. — 
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Why Not Try God? 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D.°* 


‘(A radio talk delivered over the Mutual Radio 
Chapel of the Mutual Broadcasting Company’s 
Chain from W.S.L.S. Roanoke, Va., on Sunday 
morning, July 5, 1942.) | : 


There is something wrong with our world! I 
doubt if there is a human being anywhere “From 
Greenland’s icy Mountains to India’s coral strand’’ 
who is entirely satisfied with our world as it is 
today—trestless, weary, cynical, _ disillusioned, 
burdened, bankrupt, battle-torn, heartbroken! A 
colored minister used in his sermon the expression 
‘Status quo.’”’ A member of his congregation came 
to him after the service and said, ‘‘Brother Brown, 
what is the meaning of that big word, “status 
quo?” And the minister said, ‘‘Why don’t you 
know? ‘Status quo’ is Latin for de mess we am in!’’ 
And he was exactly right. We are in a mess! 
There is something wrong with our world! 


We have tried everything we can think of. We 
have tried Money. We have thought that money 
and plenty of it is the solution of all our prob- 
lems. Here in America we have more money than 


any nation under the sun. Out in Kentucky at Fort ° 


Knox we have billions of dollars of gold buried 
under the ground. But I think we have just 
about reached the place where we realize that 
money alone can’t solve our problems. We have 
tried Education. Japan is one of the best educated 
nations on earth. The percentage of illiteracy in 
Japan is lower than in America. But that didn’t 
prevent Japan from invading China in 1937, nor 


from treating the people of occupied China with 


fiendish cruelty. Educate bad men and you in- 
crease their power for evil. An educated crook is 


the most dangerous person in the world. I think we. 


are beginning to realize that education alone will 
not solve our problems. We have tried Govern- 


ment. Here in America, the greatest democracy © 


on earth, we have tried letting the government 
solve our difficulties, run our business, just about 
control our lives. I think we have perhaps reached 
the place where we realize that government alone 
cannot solve our problems. We have tried money 
and. education and government and they have 
not worked. I say to you earnestly and reverently, 
Why not try God? 


- A few years ago Mary Pickford, the famous 


movie actress, wrote a little book, Why Not Try 
God? I do not agree with everything in Mary 


. Pickford’s book. But I recommend the person she 


recommends. I recommend—God! 


Seven hundred years before Christ, in a day 
of social injustice and national calamity and wide- 
spread wickedness, the prophet Isaiah sent this 
ringing challenge, “Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have 


mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will | 


abundantly pardon.” That is just another way of 
saying, Why not try God? 


What would happen if we would try God? What 
changes would it make? What strength would it 
bring? What problems would it solve? 


I. God will give us something to hold to in our 
darkest hours. In a recent issue of the Christian 
Advocate, the official organ of the Methodist 


Church in North Carolina, there is an editorig] 
worth reading. It is entitled, ‘‘There are no Atheists 
in Fox Holes.’ The editor refers to the fact that 
a private in the American Army in Bataan took 


_refuge in a fox hole, during the terrific fire of the 


Japanese attacking forces. He found in the fox 
hole a General of the same army. After the firing 
ceased, both came out of their place of refuge, 
and the General said, “I heard you praying in the 
fox hole. I prayed too. Our prayers ascended to- 


gether.” The private answered, ‘‘Yes, there are no 
Atheists in fox holes.’”’ Last night a splendid young 
man came to my home to tell me good bye. He 
left early this morning on No. 15 for a Naval 
Training Camp. He said, “I don’t know what the 
future holds for me, but I know I will need help.” 
He is looking for help in the right place—he is 
looking to God! Belief in God gives us something 
to hold to when the light has gone out of our sky, 


and the darkness of midnight is settling around us. 


I know a man who a year ago last January 


- wandered for thirty days in a maze of pain and 


restlessness and weariness and white-robed doctors 
and white-capped nurses. The thing that comforted 
him then was a line from a _ familiar poem, 
“Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch 
above His own!’ God will give us something to 
hold to in our darkest hour. Why not try God? 
II. God will give us moral stability. We need 
that today. We are threatened with the collapse 
of moral ideals. The Nazis are anxious to get their 
hands on General Henri Giraud. They have offered 
to swap the Vichy Government 70,000 French 
prisoners of war for the General. But the General 
will not agree. And he gives as his reason, “I 
trust no German’s word!’ Isn’t that a significant 
commentary on the moral condition of the world? 


_G. K. Chesterton, the brilliant English man of — 


letters, said that if he were in search of lodging, 
he would ask his landlady one question, What 
did she think of God? He said, if he could find 
out what she thought of God he would know 
what he wanted to know, what she thought of 
everything worthwhile. Why didn’t he ask her what 
she thought of music or books or pictures or 
flowers? Because he knew the source from which 
moral ideals spring! In this day when the founda- 
tions of our social and economic and_ political 
systems are being uprooted, God will give 
moral] stability. Why not try God? 


III. God will give us his supernatural providential 
guidance. I am a member of one of our local Hos- 
pital Boards. The first time I entered the board 
room I noticed a motto on the wall, ‘Prayer 
Changes Things.” I have often wondered about the 


history of this motto, how it ‘came there, and. 


under what circumstances. Prayer does change 
things. God sometimes interferes in the affairs of 


men. Do you think God had anything to do with 


the two days of unnatural fog around Dunkirk in 
1940? William L. Shirer suggests that He might. 
He says in the Berlin Diary that “God at last 
had given the English a break!” Do you think 


that God may have influenced Hitler’s decision to 
invade Russia in 1941, just ag he did Pharoah’s 
decision to pursue the Children of Israel nearly 
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1500 years before Christ? It takes very little to. 


change the issue of a battle or a campaign or a 
war! God can exert His providential guidance in 
our behalf in this hour of desperate need. Why not 


try God? 
IV. God will-give us hope for the future. There 


| can be no hope for the future unless He is in the. 
A few weeks ago, when the news from - 


picture. 
all of the fronts had been unusually depressing, I 


sat by a window and looked out into my back 
yard. There was a Paul Scarlet Rose in all of its 
gorgeous beauty. It brought a message that was 
needed. It seemed to say, ‘‘Out yonder somewhere 
cities are being bombed, innocent citizens are being 
lined up against walls and shot like common 
criminals, little children are starving on the streets, 
Christians are being hounded in concentration 


camps. But in spite of everything God is good. © 
‘And some day, if we believe, and trust, and are 


patient, He will straighten everything out.” As 
John Oxenham puts it, | ; | 


Man proposes, God disposes, . 
Still our trust in Him reposes, 
Who in wartime still makes roses. 


We have tried money and education and govern- 
ment and they have failed. Why not try God? 
He will give us something to hold to in darkest 


hours! He will give us moral stability! He will give’, 


us providential guidance! He will give us hope for 
the future! But let us try God, in the way that He 
tells us. Let us try God in the Christ way! Let us 


try God in the Bible way! Let us try Him in peni- | 


tence, and in confession, and in faith! “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord 


and He will have mercy upon him, and to our 


God and He will abundantly pardon.”’ 


Years ago a young man came from Holland io 
England to ask Mr. Spurgeon the old, old question: 
“What shall I do to be saved?” ‘‘Where do you 
come from?” asked Mr. Spurgeon. “I come from 
Holland, sir,’’ was the reply. “And you want te 
know what you must do to be saved? It’s a long 
way to come to ask that question. You know what 


the answer is: ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 


and thou shall be saved!’” “But I cannot believe 
in Christ.”” “Well now,” said Mr. Spurgeon, “I 
have believed in Him a good many years and I do 
trust Him; but if you know something against Him 
I should like to know it, for I do not like to be - 
deceived.”’ “No sir, I do not know anything against 
Him.” “Why don’t you frust Him then?” “I don’t 


know.” “Could you trust me?” “Yes, I would trust 


you with anything.” “But you don’t know much 
about me.” ‘‘No, not much, I believe you are 
honest and I could trust you.” ““You mean to say,” 
thundered Mr. Spurgeon, “that you would trust 
me, and then tell me that you cannot trust Jesus 
Christ? You must have found out something bad 
about Him. Let me know it!” The visitor thought 
for a moment, and then said, “I can see it now. 
Why, of course, I can trust Him; I cannot help 
trusting Him. I must trust Him. I will trust Him.” 
The young Dutchman was Isaac Kuyper. He be- 
came one of the greatest preachers Holland ever 
had; and founder of the ‘‘Free University,” of 
Amsterdam, and the father of -Dr. Abraham 
Kuyper. Dr. Kuyper tried other things and they 
failed. He tried Christ and life became happy and 
beautiful and glorious. Won’t you try Christ? 


“Come to the Saviour now! He gently calleth thee, 
In — repentance bow, before Him bend the 
| nee; 
He waiteth to bestow salvation, peace and love, 
Mi ny earth below, a home in heaven 
above.”’ 


Let us Pray! 

Our Heavenly Father, may Thy blessing rest 
upon all who have shared in this service wherever 
they are. Strengthen the weak, comfort the lonely 
and the sorrowing, guide the perplexed and the 
bewildered, give courage to those who are afraid 
and deliverance to those who are tempted. Forgive 
our failures and. our sins. Take us and all whom 
we love into Thy tender care and keeping for this 
day, and for tomorrow, and forever. 


For Jesus’ Sake—Amen. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Roa- 
noke, Va. 


Where Sin Abounded 


Louis Bernhardt was a graduate of the University 
of Georgia and did post-graduate work at Vander- 
bilt. He quickly rose to the position of cashier in 
a big southern Express Company. Then, through 
gambling, he got into debt. This led to stealing, 
first a little, then more, then a large sum, and 
he was caught. Convicted of his crime he was 
in a southern prison which 
he found to be “a literal hell.’”? He went in a young 
man not finally confirmed in evil doing, and came 
out a fiend. His prison record against him, he 


could get nothing to do, and so he deliberately be-. 


came a professional criminal and before long was 
an international character. He was caught and 
convicted for his crimes again and again. One of 
his sentences was to work in the mines under the 
lash for three and a half years, never seeing day- 
light! In all, he spent over twenty-two years in 
prison: During his last term he was forced to the 
conclusion that crime does not pay, and resolved 
to go straight. | 


After his release, he travelled eight thousand 
miles in search of employment, without success. 
At-last, stranded in New York City, he decided to 


- commit suicide. On his way to the East River he 


heard singing from the Water Street Mission and 


turned in to listen. Nothing happened that night 
or the next, but on the third night the great 
change took place! He was brought to see in 
Jesus Christ the Saviour he needed. He cast his 
sinful soul upon Him, and was saved there and 
then! Where sin and despair had abounded, grace 
much more abounded, and Louis Bernhardt was 
now a new creature in Christ. His newfound joy 
was soon to find expression in his fruitful labors 
in the Yale Hope Mission, New Haven, where, 
under his ministry, many down-and-outers were 
destined to find salvation from sin and unto new- 
ness of life in Christ. The story of Louis Bernhardt 
is one more witness to the New Testament 
proclamation that the gospel of Christ “is the 
power of God unto salvation, to everyone that 
believeth.”? The Home Evangel. 
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Wrorking Out One’s Own Salvation 


By Rev. George H. Gilmer, D.D. 


“Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure’’. Eph. 
$: 12-13. 


I once heard two men disputing about salvation. 
One was trying to prove salvation by works. He 
quoted the first part of the above text as if that 
settled the matter. But the other man was smart 

enough to meet him. He was a fatalist and be- 


lieved man’s salvation is so entirely in the hands 


of God that the man can only wait for God to 
save him if He sees fit to do so. He quoted 
the latter part of the text; “It is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure”’. Both men were wrong, and they got 
wrong, just as thousands of others do, by pinning 
their faith to some isolated scripture. 


The scripture quoted by the second man certainly 
proves that God is sovereign in man’s salvation. 
And here are others which teach the same truth. 
“By grace are ye saved through faith: and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not of 
works lest any man should boast”. Eph. 2:8-9. 


For if righteousness (salvation) come by the 


law, then Christ is dead in vain’. Gal. 2:21. To. 


assert that Christ died only as an example of 
patient suffering, and as a martyr to attest the 
truth, is little short of stupid. The major reason 
for His death was to make atonement for sin, 
to make it possible for God to be just and yet 
justify the sinner. Salvation essentially is not a 
way of living; it is life itself. And only God can 
bestow life—plant, animal, or spiritual. 


A man once got up in a Moody experience meet- 
ing and testified: “I have been forty-two years 
in learning three things. I first learned after 


_ many failures that I could not save myself: then I 


began to search the scriptures and found out 
God has a salvation already prepared for me: 
and the last lesson was that I had only to accept 
the salvation as a free gift and to work it out 
with the help of the indwelling Spirit’. 


Were you ever fooled with a “social gospel” 
that makes salvation identical with culture and. 
education, self-imposed. Did you ever plant an 
imitation grain of corn? It looked all right. The 
chemist did his work well. But it didn’t grow. It 


-lacked life. It was a spurious salvation. Some of 


the most highly cultured and educated men in 
the world today are barbarians. The wages of sin 
is death: but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord’. Rom. 6. 23. You can 


earn death (eternal death’) by serving sin: but 
you can not earn eternal life—it is God’s gracious 


gift. You can not work salvation in but you can 
work it out. “It is God.which Worketh in you both 
to will and to do. You never willed anything good 
unless God worked it in you. You never did any- 
thing good unless God led you up to it. Nothing 


is good without faith in God and in Christ. “With. 


out faith it is impossible to please Ged’: 


_ But the advocates of the “social gospel’”’ live 
quite beautiful lives. Cutwaray they certainly 


appear all right. They are educated, cultured, ete. 
But they are spiritually dead, if they: have not 
accepted Christ as their Saviour. I once went 
through a museum in New York City. There were 
in it scores of the most beautiful wax figures. 
They were very life-like. But they were dead. 
You might stick a pin in them and they would 
not flinch. Are the advocates of the “social gospel”, 
if they only receive Christ as an example, spiritually 
dead? I am trying to stick a pin in them to see. 


Now we are going to take up the first part of 
the text quoted at the head of this article and 
give you a little practical advice about working out 
your own salvation. Remember salvation is not 
so much a way of life, but life itself. Accept it 
from God who only can bestow life, and who 
offers it to you money and _ without 
price,” and by the power of the indwelling Spirit 
work it out. 


Now here are some practical suggestions: 


Put the emphasis on “your own’’. Do not be too 


much: concerned about how other people are 
working out their salvation, only help them if you | 
can. Do not be concerned about “hypocrites in the 
church’”’. They are there. More’s the pity. Judas was 
“a thief from the beginning’’, but he was with the 
twelve. Perhaps that proportion prevails today. 
Perhaps it is worse. But do not let it bother you. 
Show these hypocrites a better way. A man once 
said to me that he did not come into-the church 
because there are hypocrites in it and he did not 
wish to be associated with them. But all hypocrites 
are in hell. Consider that. Now let’s put the 
emphasis on salvation. We are to work out sal- 
vation, not to work for it. The Greek says energise 
it. Give it exercise. The angel said: ‘‘Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people 
from their sins—not in their sins but from their 
sins. Jesus died to fix the legal status of the 
sinner before God. He lived to show the saved 
sinner how to live. Work out your salvation (life) 
after the pattern of Christ’s life. And we are to 
work out our salvation “with fear and trembling”. 


Be afraid of sin. There was a time when Peter 


was. not afraid of sin. He boasted, and went to 
sleep when his Savior asked him to pray. Presently 
he denied him. In “the horse and buggy days” a 
rich man wanted a safe driver for his family coach. 
He advertised a liberal salary to be paid the right. 
man, and asked the men to meet him at his office. 


One question he asked was: “How near can you 


drive to the edge of a cliff and not go over?” 
Several men answered six, five, four inches, etc. 
One picked up his hat and started out. The rich 
man called him back and asked him to answer the 
question. “Pardon me’, he replied, “but I never 
tried: I always keep as far from the edge as pos 
sible’. He got the: job. There are some sins that 
border on worldliness, that I never saw very m 
harm in, but I am afraid of them. They seem 
near the edge of the cliff: By the grace of God I 
keep as far from them as possible. That appears 
the better way for me anyhow. | 
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Important Facts About Foreign Missions 
By Mrs. J. P. McCallie — Chattanooga, Tenn. 


It is a very important fact, that, when we as 
Christians accept the benefits of salvation offered 
to us in Christ that we should carry out our Lord’s 
command: “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature’’. ae 


A young woman asked me recently “Why do we 
attempt to carry on Foreign Missions now?” The 


same old question of much to do here-at home; 


why should we send to those who are satisfied 
with their religion, especially in such a time as 
this? Christ is the only one who really satisfies 
and we who know it should long to share Him 
with those whe are in darkness. 


From China ever since the war began in 1937 
we have been hearing of many courageous things 
done by the Native Christians, helped and in- 
spired by the wise, spiritual missionaries. One 
missionary in a large city of China, who had had 


a special ministry’ among the high class women, 
tells of a woman who had lived all her life in... 
luxury dressed in the beautiful embroidered silks . 


of her people and had every comfort money could 


«bring. She was a professing Christian but looked 
upon those out of her class as unworthy of her. 


effort to win. When the Japanese occupied her 
city, she lost her home and fled. Later when she 
was seen in the country some miles from her home, 
she was praising the Lord for taking away all 


the things that she held so dear and giving her 
Himself in all of His fullness. © | | 


Never in the history of modern missionary 
effort has greater fruitfulness resulted than in 
China during the past five years of the China- 
Japanese war. This has been due to the heroic 
steadfastness of missionaries, to the faithful wit- 
nessing of native Christians scattered far from 


home, particularly into West China, where the 


message has been carried by thousands of Chris- 
tians who had lost all but Christ in occupied 
China. Thus has God caused the wrath of man to 
praise Him. 


No one should think that all missionary effort 
has been wasted in Korea and Japan. Native Chris- 
tian churches, independent, self-propagating, are 
carrying on, under great difficulty, it is true, but, 
now that the missionaries are gone, with a new 
sense of responsibility for the success of the cause 
of Christ. ~ 


In Brazil ev hope has been instilled in the 
hearts of all our missionaries by the wonderful 
gift of the Woman’s Auxiliary last year amount- 
ing to more than $50,000 for the opening up of 
ploneer mission work in the r-pidly developing 
West under the auspices of the three Presbyterian 
Assemblies, Brazilian, U. S., and U. S. A., and 
the gift of our church of $25,000 for the remodel- 
ing of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at 
Campinas, where these new pioneer missionaries 
are to be trained.. . 

At last after a year’s delay mibésionaries are 
being allowed to come into Brazil and the Hoppers 
from Korea are on their way to their new field 
in that great sister republic. : 


It is good news indeed that again at long last 
missionaries are getting out to the Congo. Mr. 
Kirk Morrison has just arrived and the John M. 
Morrisons are sailing in spite of submarine menace. 


In Africa a new field once held by the Four 
Square Mission, which has been expelled by the 
Belgian Congo Government, has been offered to 
our church and is being gradually taken over. New 
missionaries are badly needed to man this field and 
replenish other depleted stations. 


Did you know the Southern Presbyterian Mission 
in Mexico is the largest of all Protestant Missions 
in Mexico? Our missionaries who stayed on in 
spite of the great restrictions some years ago have 
found avenues of Christian service and testimony 
that amply justified their persistence when other 
missionaries and even whole missions withdrew. 
And now a new day is dawning for our missionary 
work in Mexico. That country and America -are 
allies in a great adventure to preserve freedom 
in the world. 


The debt on our Foreign Mission work which 
stood at $359,277.29 in 1931 was reduced last 
year to $30,744.61. This has been written into the 
budget for this year and if the whole church holds 
up in its contribution to missions as well as last 
year, the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
will next year be out of debt for the first time in 
25 years. May God grant it! 


How marvelously: God has cared for His own! 
During all these 5 years of the war in China and 
the 6 months of war against America, not one of 
our missionaries has lost his life due to bombing, 
or submarine, or any other cause. And now the 
good news comes that our missionaries in the 
Orient are on their way back to America, alive and 
well, 5 from Japan, 4 from Korea, and 30 from 
China. It is in answer to prayer! Praise God from . 
whom all blessings flow! 


— 


How Can A Lamb Live 
With A LionP 


In amusing allegory, the story is told of a man 
who was conduting an experiment in which he was 
endeavoring to train a lion and a lamb to live 
peaceably together. A friend asked how the experi-_ 
ment was coming on. “Beautifully!”’ exclaimed the 
experimenter. “I’m having just one difficulty. 
Every so often I have to replace the lamb.” 


All human experiments that seek to have nations 
or individuals live peaceably together meet wit 
this same difficulty. The trouble is with the human 
heart, and until the hearts of men are transformed 


’ so that they will have a lamb-like nature, either 
the lions will have to be restrained by force, or the 


lambs will have to be periodically replaced. 
The Home Evangel. 
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The Sabbath iiemanent But Movable 


By The Rev. E. E. Bigger — Clearwater, Fla. 


Dr. Melancthon W. Jacobus, in his commen- 
tary on Gen. 2:1-3, says, ‘‘Every dispensation has 
had its Sabbath—the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, 
and the Christian. The original Sabbath was man’s 
first day upon earth; the first day after he was 
created was the Sabbath. ve 

1. The Sabbath Of The Patriarchal 
Dispensation. | 

The Sabbath being Adam’s first day after his 
creation, the Sabbath was the first day of his first 
week. Hence the Sabbath was the first day of all 
his succeeding weeks, and the same for all of his 
descendants, until changed by divine authority. 

Matthew Henry, in his commentary on Gen. 
2:1-3, says—“It is commonly taken for granted, 
that the Sabbath we observe, reckoning from the 
creation, is not the seventh, but the first day of 
the week.”’ That is “reckoning from the creation,” 
the Christian Sabbath is the same as the creation 
Sabbath—“‘the first day of the week.”’ 

Dr. W. F. V. Bartlett, in a sermon delivered be- 


fore the Synod of Kentucky, and published in the- 


Southern Presbyterian Pulpit, p. 391, said ‘‘Under 
the old Hebrew . dispensation, Saturday was the 
day observed, although it may be doubted whether 
that was the day appointed at the beginning. Why 


was Saturday preferred as the day for the Sabbath 


under the Jewish dispensation? Because that day 
was the day which commemorated the deliverance 
of the chosen people from Egypt.’”’ This implies 
a change from another Sabbath day to Saturday. 
That day, clearly and necessarily was Sunday, ‘“‘the 
first day of the week’’, the Sabbath of the Patri- 
archal dispensation. That the Sabbath was the first 
day of the week for Adam and his descendants, is 
a fact, so self-evident, that it needs no further 
proof than the record, its face value. 


Il. The Sabbath Of The Mosaic 
Dispensation. 

bet us now inquire into the Mosaic Sabbath. 

Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts in his, “The Sabbath was 
Made for Man’’, says “The Sabbath was changed 
from the first day of the week to the seventh day 
of the week to commemorate the deliverance of 


‘the Children of Israel from Egyptian bondage, and 


to differentiate their Sabbath from the sacred day 
of the heathen nations of Canaan, which was ‘‘the 
first day of the week’’, by tradition of the creation 
Sabbath, and the worship of Jehovah, by the de- 
scendants of Noah, which they called Sunday, in 
honor of their chief god, the Sun. Dr. Craft bases 
this change of the Sabbath day on Exedus 16:22%7, 
“And it came to pass, that on thé sixth day they 
gathered twice:as much bread (manna), two omers 
for one man; and all the rulers of the congregation 
came and told Moses. And Moses said unto them, 
This is that which the Lord hath said: Tomorrow 
is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord . 
Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath unto the 
Lord; today ye shall not find it in the field. Six 
days ye shall gather it, but on the seventh day 
which is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none.’’ 
And yet, in the face of this repeated and emphatic 
statement, that the seventh day was the Sabbath 
of the Lord, “there went out some of the people 
on the seventh day for to gather and found none.” 
Here is confusion as to which day was the Sab- 
bath. If there was not here a change of the Sabbath 


~~ 


from the first day: of the week, of which the people 
were familiar, why was Moses at such pains to 
explain to the people that the seventh day of the 


week was the Sabbath? 


Clearly the rulers, and at least “some of the 
people’, for some reason, were ignorant of the 


change of the.-Sabbath from the first to the seventh . 


day of the week, made by Moses, on divine av- 
thority. Again, for this change of the Sabbath Dr, 


Craft refers to Moses’ charge to the new generation 


of Israel, which had developed in the forty years 


detention in the wilderness, now soon to enter 


Canaan: “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God . . . And remember that thou wast 


a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord 


brought thee out thence, through a mighty hand 
and by a stretched out arm; therefore the Lord 
thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath 
day’’. Deut. 5:15. Here, obviously, is the change of 
the Sabbath from the first day of the week, the 


Patriarchal Sabbath, to the seventh day of the: 


week, the Mosaic Sabbath. It is worthy of note 
here, that this change of the Sabbath to the seventh 
day of the week was made before Israel reached 


Sinai, and before the delivery of the law, the law. 


of the Sabbath. Exodus 20:8. 


Il. The Sabbath Of The Christian. 
Dispensation. 
Let us inquire into the change of the Sabbath 
from the seventh back to the first day of the week, 
the Christian Sabbath. Dr. R. L. Dabney says, 
“The Apostle, in Col. 2:14-17, clearly. tells us, 
that the seventh day is no longer, our Sabbath.” 
Blotting out the handwriting of “ordinances that 
was against us... . nailing it to the cross. oa 


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 


drink, ir in respect of an holyday, or in the new 
moon, or in the Sabbath days.”’ Dabney’s Theology, 
p. 391. The Sabbath, in the above passage, is 
classed with the Jewish festivals, and therefore 


was the seventh day Jewish Sabbath, which was. 
nailed to the cross, with the Jewish festivals. The | 


Sabbath being the fourth Commandment in the 
decalogue, is a moral law and therefore cannot be 
abrogated. Therefore Christ, the Author of the 
Creation Sabbath, Col. 1:16, and being “Lord of 
the Sabbath’’, Mark 2 26, changed it back to the 
original Sabbath, the “first day of the week’’. This 
He did by example rather than by precept, by 
rising from the dead on the first day of the week. 
Matt. 28:1-6, and ‘on the same day at evening, 
being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut, where the disciples were assembled, for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
‘midst, and said unto them, Peace be unto you.” 
“And after eight days. again, his disciples were 
within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst and 
said. Peace be unto you.” John 20:19,26. For 
neither the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, nor the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, is there any direct Scriptural] au- 
thority, except Col. 2:14-17. But the events and 


circumstances attending the changes in question, 


are such as to confirm and establish the status 
of the Sabbath, at each of the turning points the 


necessary consequence. And for the Christian 


* Sabbath, the example of Christ supercedes precept, 


as unnecessary and superfluous. 


For the third time, we find the record of the 
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of the Christian dispensation and 


' ence is to God’s seventh creation day. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL a 


first day of the week.” About twenty-five years 


later, we find Paul in the Church at Troas. “And 
upon ‘the first day of the week’, when the disciples 
came together to break bread (the Lord’s Supper), 
Paul preached unto them.” Acts 20:6,7. Again, we 
find the fourth mention of “the first day of the 
week”. Paul instructs the Corinthians, concerning 
their collection: ‘‘Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I have given order to the Churches 
of Galacia, so do ye. Upon ‘the first day of the 
week, let every man of you lay by him in store, 
as God hath prospered him”. 1 Cor. 16:1,2. We 
have here indisputable apostolical authority for 
an act of worship, in all the churches, to be statedly 
performed on “th® first day of the week.” Note 
well—Never, after His resurrection, do we find 
Christ, any of the Apostles, or Paul meeting with 


tthe disciples for worship or conference on the 


seventh day of the week. Think you, that this 
sudden change from the seventh to “the first day 


of the week’’, for fellowship and communion with 


the early Christians, is not decisive on the change 
of the day of the Sabbath? Let him who differs, 
show reason for this oft-repeated “first day of the 
week”, and the total absence of the seventh day 
of the week, in the New Testament: 


John, on Patmos says, “I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day”. Rev. 1:10. This clearly was the 
Sabbath day, but which Sabbath? As Christ had 
met and worshipped with John on two successive 
“first days of the week’, following His resur- 
rection, and was now delivering to John His last 
message to the seven representative churches of 
Asia, it would be a violent supposition for John to 
think of any other than the “first-day-of-the-week 
Sabbath.”” Beyond doubt, here is inspired authority 
for calling Sunday, the Lord’s day, the Sabbath. 
“The first day of the week’ justly belongs to 
Christ, because He instituted it and immortalized 
it, by abolishing death and bringing life and im- 


' mortality to light’, on this day. Let us not forget 


that the above events, taking place on “the first 
day of the week’’, serve to corroborate the fact of 
the repeal of the seventh day Sabbath. (Col. 


-2:14,17,): and that ‘this repeal would remain an 


established fact without further evidence. The 
climax of these inferential and corroborative ex- 
amples of the “‘first-days-of-the-week’’ Sabbath, 
was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day 


_ of Pentecost. It is a significant fact, that the Lord 


should have chosen Sunday, the “first day of the 
week”, for the following pivotal events, in the 
history of redemption: The promised outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, Joel 2:28-32, the inauguration 
the first 
proclamation of the glad tidings of salvation to 
Jew and Gentile, without distinction of race or 
place. Acts 2:38,39; 1:18. 3 


Let us note further the emphasis the Holy Spirit 


has put upon “the first day of the week’’, which 
we find recorded seven times in the New Testa- 
ment, and not once in the Old Testament: While 
the phrase, “the seventh day”, referring to the 
Sabbath, is found twenty-one times in the Old 
Testament, the Mosaic or Jewish dispensation, and 
only once in the New Testament, where the refer- 
Heb. 4:4. 
Honest now, can these facts and figures have any 
other meaning than the confirmation of the 
Apostle’s repeal of the seventh-day Sabbath, and 
the substitution of the ‘“first-day-of-the-week” 
Sabbath, in the non-repealable law of the Sabbath? 

And, furthermore, the facts of history fully sub- 


stantiate the Scriptural authority for the change 
of the Sabbath, from the seventh to the “first 
day of the week”. While many of the first Chris- 
tians, the Jewish, continued for a time to observe 


Saturday, the seventh-day Sabbath, the Apostles, 


from the “first day of the week”, with Christ in 
the upper room’, continued to observe Sunday, 
the resurrection day. John says, “I was in the 


Spirit on the Lord’s day”. 


The Teaching of the Apostles, written soon after 
John’s death, Chapter 14, says, “‘“Every Lord’s day, 
do ye gather yourselves together and break bread’’. 
Irenaeus of the second century, says, “On the 
Lord’s day, every one of us Christians keep the 
Sabbath, meditating on the law.” It is not true, 
as claimed, that the change of the Sabbath from 
the seventh to the “first day of the week”, was 
made by a decree of the Roman Catholic Church. 
‘“‘Constantine only recognized the change, and for- 
bid the courts of justice to hold their sessions on 


' Sunday. 321 A. D.” (Fisher’s History of the Chris- 


tian Church, p. 118.) 


The Christian Church has uniformly observed 
the ‘first-day-of-the-week’ Sabbath, from the early 
days of Christianity through the centuries to the 
seventeenth century, 1671, when the- Seventh Day 
Baptists repudiated Sunday as the Sabbath, and 
harked back to the Jewish Sabbath, Saturday. And 
as late as 1845, the Seventh Day Adventists arose, 
and dropped back nineteen centuries to the Mosaic 


Sabbath. 


Is it not remarkable, indeed incredible, that the 
Apostles, under the special guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, and companions of the risen Christ, were 


mistaken in observing Sunday, “the first day of 
the week’, as their Sabbath? Is it not incredible, 
that of all the profound scholars and devout stu- 
dents of the ord of God,—over a period of 
seventeen centuries—should not have discovered 
their mistake, if mistake it was? Incredible, and so 
incredible, that after two and a half centuries -of 
living and zealously proclaiming their faith, these 


- two branches of the Christian Church, compose a 


very small,—all but negligible percentage of it! 


_Majorities are not always right. But with the 


example of Christ and His Apostles, and the earl 

disciples; the clear annulment of the Jewis 

seventh-day Sabbath by the Apostle (Col. 2:14-17), 
and the unbroken observance of the “first-day-of- 
the-week” Sabbath by the Christian Church for 
more than sixteen centuries, and all but an hundred 
per cent of the whole Christian Church, from the 
first down the centuries to the present, observing 
and honoring the Sabbath of the risen Lord and 
His apostles—with these indisputable facts, there 
is left no room to doubt that Sunday, the “first 
day of the week’, the day that Christ “abolished 


death and brought life and immortality to light’, 


is the true Sabbath of the Christian Church. As 
Christ’s last message to the seven typical churches 
of Asia. was spoken on the Lord’s day, the holy 
Sabbath, may we not expect that on this same 
day of notable events, in the history of redemption, 
He will come again, in power and glory, to set. 
up and‘reign over His mediatorial Kingdom. ~ ~ 
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“Penny- Wise” 


By Tom Glasgow* 


Grave concern lingers in the minds of many in 
the Church over the growing tendency of recent 
General Assemblies to indiscriminately “limit de- 
bate” in the deliberations of that body. In the last 
Assembly, the time, we understood, was ‘‘5-min- 
utes’? for each Speaker which, in some instances 
(and with reported admirable impartiality) was 
extended on request of the Moderator. At the 
1941 Assembly, the limit was also ‘“5-minutes’— 
or was it ‘10-minutes?” It really makes no differ- 
ence—where one is dealing with truly great and 
vital subjects such as revision on the Confession 
of Faith; or Union of two great Presbyterian 


Churches; or re-entry into or exit from the Federal 


Council; or the age limit at which the great soldiers 
of the Church shall be required to retire—in con- 
sidering these and like vital issues no man, genius 
or otherwise, can conduct an intelligent, compre- 
hensive, and related discussion, helpful to a wise 
decision on the part of the Commissioners, on any 
of these and similar great issues in Ten Minutes— 
much less Five! It just can’t be done and any 
intelligent man on either side of any such issue 
knows that it can’t be done! The result is that 
the gathering ceases to be a -deliberative body 
whose decisions are based on reason and becomes 
a convention following certain leaders. 


These are not motions to ‘recess’ or “extend 
greeting!” They are basic catalizing motions which 
are destined to determine and control the doctrine 
or fundamental policies of the Church. It does not 
suffice to say that these matters have already been 
fully debated in the Presbyteries. This may be 
true for the Ministers but it is not true for the 


Elders who compose half of the membership of 


the Assembly! 


In some instances it would appear that this 


limiting of debate is designed as more of a “gag- 
rule” than as a sincere economy of time. Such 
use is, of course, basically un-Presbyterian and 


unsound in that usually where motions are carried © 


or defeated except by free debate and the ma- 
jority vote of informed and intelligent voters we 
build unrest for a later and probably more violent 
consideration of the same matter! 


It is significant that the experience of Parlia- 
mentary bodies is against the wisdom of the limi- 
tation of debate! For this reason we find Roberts’ 
Rules of Order (Section 30—Page 119) requires 
a TWO-THIRDS VOTE in order to limit debate. 
The U. S. House of Representatives Rules (Section 


758—Page 345) permits one hour debate by a 


member and in U. S. Senate “Unlimited Debate’’ is 
a sacred tradition! : 


3 


‘In the meetings of recent Assemblies, the 
limitation has been applied with the avowed de- 
sire to economize the time of the Assembly. I do 
not believe that the record will show that it has 
accomplished this end to any material extent, if 
at all. For many years the Assembly has ex- 
tended from Thursday night until the following 
Tuesday night or Wednesday noon. This has not 
changed materially, if any, under our “limited de- 
bate” procedure. (Many feel that the reports arid 
work of our Supreme Court might wisely require. 
a full week, without wasting the Church’s time or 


money. Under the present schedules oft and again 
both the Commissioners and the Court find them- 
selves badly crowded to accomplish vitally im- 
portant work!) 


Under the former unlimited debate procedure, 
Commissioners usually well qualified and informed 
(both pro and con) made opening addresses (20 
to 30 minutes—sometimes longer). on the subject 
before the Assembly. There was little or no abuse 
of the time of the body by subsequent speakers 
“saying the same thing over and over.”? Where 
this did arise, it was easily checked by a word of 
request from the Moderator to the “repeating” 
Speaker. Sometimes there was a set time allowed 
for an important debate, (1-hour, 1% hours, or 
even two hours) and representative speakers chosen’ 
by the opposing sides. The net amount of time 
consumed by either of these procedures was about 
the same as the aggregate five or ten minute 
‘piece meal’’ statements of the present system. 
Under the former, however, the Commissioners 


heard a connected and well rounded presentation © 


of a vital issue instead of the heckled utterances 
of a speaker who realizes that he was talking 
against a “5-minute” stop watch! : 


As a basic fundamental proposition, very little 
respect will be held for the deliverances of any 


deliberative body where debate on its utterances is 


limited to 5 minutes per debater. 


This statement is not meant as an “attack” 
upon our Assembly. It is simply a declaration of 
an inescapable truth. If the Assembly elects to, 
follow the ‘“5-minute debate’’ procedure, neither 
its proper prestige as our highest Court nor pious 
utterances in its behalf will prevent its deliver- 
ances, so arrived at, from losing the respect of the 
thoughtful members of the Church and of the 
Assembly. itself! Respect cannot be legislated. It 
must be earned and deserved. Respect for de- 
liverances which are arrived at by limited 5-minute 


observations or comments is neither earned nor 


deserved. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


Church U. S. is indeed a great Court. By and large . 


it generally has a cross section of able, indepen- 
dent, and competent Commissioners such as is 
seldom found in any gathering anywhere. I make 


that statement advisedly. I have attended five As- 


semblies and I have attended many Sectional and 
National Gatherings. Not one of these gatherings 
compares with our Assembly in sterling personnel. 


Let us forsake this growing tendency of five 
and ten-minute limitations on debate and return 
to a truly deliberative policy which can he con- 
trolled in the future, as it has been in the past, 
by the absence of abuse by Commissione om- 
bined with the request of the Moderator where 
the occasion makes necessary. By doing so (1) we 
will consume about the same time (2) all charges 
of “gag rule’’ will be dismissed and (3) a funda- 


-mental ground for a basic respect restored to the 


deliverances of our Assembly such as each of us 
desire that it should be. 


*Elder of Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N.C. 
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Special Services At Camp 
Gordon 


By S. Donald Fortson* 
For some time the Lord has laid heavily on my 
heart the fact that as a result of my work for 
Him no souls were being saved. Truly, I was 
really burdened and am still under this burden, 
and I am doing personal work for the Master every 


day. 

! When in Washington, D. C., last February, I 
met Claude H. Curtiss, Ex-Marine, whom God has 
been using in evangelistic work in a marvelous way 
all over our country, especially among the sol- 
diers, sailors and mafines and our armed forces. 
I was so much impressed with his message in 
Washington that“ evening that I felt the Lord 
would have me invite him to come to Augusta to 
preach to the ‘soldiers at Camp Gordon. 


After Mr. Curtiss accepted the invitation I then | 


went to Camp Gordon with my pastor, the Rev. 
Franklin Taylor, of the Reid Memorial Presby- 
terian Church of Augusta, Ga., and interviewed 
the chaplains regarding tlhe week of meetings. 
After two visits at the Camp it was agreed that 
Mr. Curtiss should come. 

Under the preaching of the Gospel, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, many soldiers were saved 
\nnd many Christians revived. These meetings began 
on Tuesday night, June 9th and lasted over Sun- 
day night, June 14th. Each morning at 9:30 Mr. 
Curtiss spoke over WRDW Broadcasting station, 
Augusta. 3 
After that we took him to the Camp where, in 
cooperation with the Chaplains, he did personal 
work among the soldiers all day long. He ate the 
mid-day meal in the officers’ mess, where he was 
able to give. the Gospel to many of them, and 
was able to invite the officers to the meetings 


each evening. Mr. Curtiss preached the Gospel - 


under the power and leadership of the Holy Spirit 
and each naght there were a group of soldiers 
who accepted Christ as their Saviour. The smallest 
number any night was three and the largest 
eighteen. 
~ When the meetings, which included a service 
at Daniel Air Base, Augusta, were over, on Sun- 
day morning more than forty soldiers had ac- 
cepted Christ as their Saviour. It has been a long 
time since I have witnessed the power of the Holy 
_ working as it did in Camp Gordon that 
week. 

Mr. Curtiss also preached for the morning serv- 


ice, June 14th at our Reid Memorial Presbyterian | 


Church. When the invitation was given after the 
preaching of the Gospel, one adult raised his hand 
indicating his acceptance of Christ as his Saviour 
and came forward after the service, that we might 
open the Word to him more fully and lead him 
to have the full assurance of salvation in his ac- 
ceptance that morning of Christ, by giving him 
certain verses in the Word of God upon which 
-+he could stand by faith, such as the 16th verse of 
the 8rd chapter of John. 
Since the meeting I have been back out to Camp 
Gordon visiting with some of the soldiers who were 
at the meetings, and am grateful to the Lord 
for having been used by Him in this ministry to 
the men of the armed forces of our country. Please 
pray for these men who accepted Christ during 


the meetings and pray for revival among all our 


armed forces and throughout our whole country. 


*Elder of Reid Memorial Presbyterian } Church, 


Resolutions Adopted ~—: 

Resolutions concerning the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America were adopted 
unanimously by the Northminster Presbyterian 
Church of Greenville, S. C., at a congregational 
a on Sunday, June 14, 1942. The resolutions 
ollow: 

Whereas we believe that the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, as revealed in 
some of its official publications and through the 
expressed beliefs of many of its leaders, is a_po- 
litical-religious organization with many radical 
tendencies in its political purposes, and many un- 
sound and modernistic views in religion, and | 

Whereas the Presbyterian Church has’ always 
held to the separation of Church and State, and 
to. the purity and: spirituality of the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and | 

Whereas we believe that these fundamental 
principles of the Word of God concerning the 
Church are violated in the plans, and in the con- 
duct, of the Federal Council of Churches of: Christ 
in America, through the influence of many of the 
leaders of said Council, and ; 

Whereas we affirm our belief in the Divine 


' inspiration of the Word of God and recognize that 


Word as the “only infallible rule of faith and 
practice’. We likewise believe in the Deity of the 
Holy Trinity, in the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in His Virgin Birth, His substitutionary and sacri- | 
ficial death on the Cross of Calvary, -His_ bodily 
resurrection from the dead, His ascension to the 
right hand of God and in His personal return, and 

Whereas these great foundational truths aré 
either ignored or denied by the said Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America in some of 
their official pronouncements, through the writings 
of many of their leaders, and in the radio ministry 


-of the Council, and | 


Whereas the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States (popularly 
known as the “Southern Presbyterian Church’’) 
at its 1941 meeting re-entered the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America—in spite of the 
fact that a majority of the Presbyteries had voted 
not to re-enter said Council (48 out of 88 Presby- 
teries—including Enoree Presbytery, of which the 
Northminster church is a member, having voted 
against the proposal to re-enter the Council), and 

Whereas the General Assembly of 1942, by 
an overwhelming majority, refused to heed the - 
request of a number of Presbyteries asking that 
the Assembly withdraw from the said Council, or, 
at least, to refer the matter of affiliation with the 
Council to the Presbyteries for their decision and 


consent: Therefore be it Resolved: 


1. That the Northminster Presbyterian Church 
of Greénville, South Carolina does hereby express 
its sorrow at the failure of the General Assembly 
to withdraw from the Federal Council, or, at any 
event to submit the whole matter to the Presby- 
teries for their decision—as was requested. 

2. That we deplore the fact that the expressed 
desire of the great majority of the membership 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


was overruled by the 1941 and 1942 Assemblies, 


and that, as a consequence, the whole Church has 
become involved in an association from which the 
majority earnestly desired to be liberated. | | 

3. - That we believe that affiliation with the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ. in 
America can only result in hindering our beloved 
Church from maintaining a clear testimony to the 
purity and the spirituality of the Church and .of 
its mission to the world, and of continuing an 
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unblemished belief in the historic and Scriptural 
faith.once for all delivered to the saints. 


--4,-That, under the circumstances—since there 
is no appeal from the highest court of the Church 


(save to the Voice of the Living and True God as 
heard in His Word) and, in the exercise of the 
God-given right of liberty of conscience, and for 
the honor of Christ, the great Head of the Church, 
and for the maintenance of an unsullied testimony 
to Christ and to His Word we do hereby withdraw, 


as a congregation, from all participation in the 


Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
and we do hereby disavow any connection or com- 
plicity whatsoever with the said Council, its plans, 
its programs, its acts or its pronouncements. | 
5. That we recognize the right of others to differ 
with us on the stand which. we feel compelled to 
take, and that we also reserve for ourselves the 
privilege of following the right as God gives. us 
to see the right. ane 


Songs of Victory 


By Rev. Charlton Dobyns Hutton 


-. In one of Margaret E. Sangster’s older and 
worthier writings ‘Singing On the ‘Road’, she 
quotes a General as saying, “Give me a handful 
of singing soldiers to a whole regiment of sullen 
warriors.”” A commander thus realized the com- 
mand of music on the spirits of men. The sort of 
music in which one delights is an index to his 


character; the type music to which one exposes’ 


himself has a determining effect upon his thought, 
feeling, and conduct. Realizing, then, the sway 
of music upon the regiments of armies, alert to its 
sanctifying or degrading power over:the indi- 
vidual, and aware of the dispirited existence of 
a songless life, where can we turn for a song of 
victo 
are alike, disastrous. | 
Music Speaks 

“Servant and master am I; servant of those 
dead, and master of those living. Through me 
spirits immortal speak the message that makes the 
world weep, and laugh, and wonder and worship. 

“T tell the story of love, the story of hate; and 
the story that saves. I am the incense upon which 
prayers float to Heaven. I am the smoke which 
palls over the field of battle where men lie dying 
with me on their lips. 
‘*“T am close to the marriage altar, and when 
the graves open I stand near by. I call the wanderer 
home, I rescue the soul from the depths, I open 
the lips of lovers, and through me the dead whisper 


to the living. 
“One I serve as I serve all; and the king I — 


make my slave as easily as I subject his slave. 
I speak through the birds of the air, the insects 
of the field, the crash of waters on the rock- 
ribked -shores, the sighing of wind in the trees; 
and I am even heard by the soul that knows me 
in the clatter of wheels on city streets. 

“I know no brother, yet all men are my brothers; 
I am the father of the. best that is in them, and 
they are the fathers of the best that is in me; I 
am of them, and they are of me. — 

“For I am the instrument of God.” 


—Author | Unknown. 


_But has not this instrument of God been stolen 
from many a heart or perverted for many a spirit 
by Satan the despoiler of mankind since the be- 
ginning? We do well to pause and consider the 
music to which our people are listening. Inferior 


language of half-tutored entertainers, raw humor 


of fun programs, sensual music of animalistic 


composers and directors are all affecting the 
home-life today. Many homes would deny entrance 
to these things over the threshold of their front 
doors; but they gain admission by the subtle dial | 


? The results of no song or wrong song | 


and take the floor by the loud speaker. Thus the 


way is wedged open for a fuller entrance of their 
accompanying evils. | 

Music is and has been the bait for an accom- 
plishment to too much iniquity ancient and modern. 
For emphasis, I repeat: Music has an effect upon 
the soul. It is both a symptom and a cause—a 
symptom of taste and character; a cause of and 
stimulus to thoughts, feelings, and consequent 


actions that shall surely follow the listening. The 


“break-down” music to which America is listening 
is a symptom of her spiritual, moral, and aesthetic 
“break down’. The sordid symphony of licentious 
opera is typical of the same. The only difference is 
in the dress. It is merely a case of whether you 
sip your musical intoxicant from the clay mug or 
from Bohemian glass. 

Hearts need a song, a noble song, a song of 
victory, a song of courage, a song of uplift, a 
song of perseverance, a song of hope. This is 
needed alike by the heart keeping the home fires 
burning and the heart baring its breast to the 
firing line for defense of home. What station is 
broadcasting, what point on the dial, from whose 
lips shall come the song that can satisfy our need? 

Heaven is broadcasting to earth; the dial point 
for tuning in, is the 19th book of the Old Testa- 
ment; the song is on the lips of the Psalmist; the 
composer is God himself. We need the pure music 
of God which alone has power enough to be ampli- 
fied above the commotion of present explosions 
without, to strengthen the inner braces of our 
hearts to be equal to the outer pressure of life’s 


circumstances. 


Can not the discernment of the General re- 


; garding the might that music gives his men, cause 


God’s army of Christian soldiers to realize what 
we have lost in neglecting the Psalms? Have we 
not swapped our birthright for a mess of pottage 
—the anthems of heaven for jingles of earth? 
“The Captain of Our Salvation” has given us ‘songs 
comparable to our: salvation to animate us for 
the march of the Church Militant. He inspired 
them, He preserved, He transmitted them to us 
unto today for us to employ them to His glory, 
to our temporal benefit and eternal victory. 
Let the preacher employ Psalms in his proclama- 
tions. A dull, prosaic essay with polite tolerance 
of God that discourages the pulpit and wearies the 
pew shall become an oration, although from in- 
eloquent lips, with a vision of God in his Sovereign 


' Majesty, the King in his matchless beauty. | 


_ Let the pastor employ the Psalms in his public 
prayer. He will, thereby, turn away from vague 
wanderings in terms of psychological complexes, 
away from indefinite areas of human experience 
described by hazy generalities, away from thread- 


a} 
3 
ig 
a" 
f 
§ 
a g 
a 
2 
‘ 
4 ‘ 
id 
$ 
£3 
ik 
4, 
rig 
i 
: 
5 
x 
2 | 
Ry. 
“Ss 
o 


hus the 
of their 


accom- 
modern. 
ct upon 
AusSe—a 
of and 
sequent 


ig. The 


stening 
esthetic 
entious 
ence is 
er you 
mug or 


ong of 
lift, a 
This is 
e fires 
to the 
tion is 
whose 
‘need? 
point 
Testa- 
st; the 
music 
ampli- 
losions 
our 
F life’s 


‘al re- 
cause 
what 
ve we 
ottage 
earth? 
‘songs 
is for 
spired 
to us 
glory, 
»lama- 
srance 
es the 
m in- 
preign 


public 
vague 
lexes, 
rience 
1read- 


bare phrases of his own trite expressions. He will 


find himself with straight line emotion calling from 
the depth ef man’s need to the height of God’s 
supply. After the “AMEN” both he and his congre- 
gation will have approached the throne of grace, 
rather than have sighed from the vain repetition 
and much speaking. 3 


Let the minister employ the Psalms in his 
ministrations. Bread winners are having difficulty 
in spreading tables with the high cost of living— 
but—*‘Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence Of mine enemies”. (Psalm 23:5). A 
mother receives no message from a son in the 
Philippines since January—but—“Yea, tho’ I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4); a 
son turns from the house called home, the scene 
and symbol of all he cherishes, with a feeling of 
finality—but—’’ I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever’; a grown-up child, but a child 
neverthéless, turns from parents he must leave, but 
cannot bear to live without; they shall never fail 
him for lack of love yet one day they shall for 
lack of strength—but—“when my Father and my 
Mother forsake me then the Lord will take me up”’ 
(Psalm 27:10). A working woman, frail of body, 
worn in nerve, Mother of five, stands over the 
smouldering embers of all her earthly possessions— 
“many are the afflictions of the righteous but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all’’ (Psalm 
34:19). A Mother stands quivering in sleeping 
garments as the child;-who awakened them in the 
burning house is trapped en route to rescue the 
servants, calls only to be heard yet never reached. 
“Oh, where is God?” she cries. “Nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart”, (Psalm 34:18) one 
answered. “‘Then surely He is nigh to me,” she 
says. “Yes, God is with you upon earth; your child 
is with God in Heaven; so you cannot be very far 
apart.”” The Psalmist says, “He cannot come back 
to me but I can go to him.” Restless youth in- 
dulged and undisciplined, seeking madly for happi- 
ness, which no one who seeks it ever finds, can 
learn it is the result of Godliness, the fragrance: 
of His Presence, from the arresting words of 
Psalm 16:11—“In Thy Presence is fullness of joy; 
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more.” Having thought his precepts mean, His will 
against them not for them, youth can learn “great 
peace have they which love thy law,’’ (Psalm 
119:165); and when once learned, youth abounds 
in the spirit “thy will be done—not a sigh but a 
song.” On the other hand, youth with no vision 
of eternity when facing the wrecks of time, or 
youth having come from homes of meager re- 
sources and unable to: pursue their education and 
develop their talents, they are prone to say ‘“What’s ~ 
the use” with a fatal futilism. They may not see 
the cause. There’s enough in this world for every 
man’s need yet not enough for his greed; So let 
them learn “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits,” (Psalm 103:2) and youth 
shall have been saved from corroding cynicism | 
occasioned by man’s sin, remedied by remembrance 
of God’s benefits. If youthful despair, the most 
dangerous of all, turns to hope and is restored 
y an eternal vision in the arena of time, they 
must have a song with this in it: “‘I had fainted 
unless I had believed to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living.”’ (Psalm 27:13). 


For one whose things and friends and family 


and loves have vanished from this earthly scene, 


he cannot only say “The Lord is my shepherd, I 
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shall not want” (Psalm 23:1) but also “The Lord 
‘is my shepherd, that is all I want’. The Psalms 
add eternity’s music to the sphere of time; God is 
the answer to man; Heaven, the answer to earth. 
‘‘EKarth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal’’. 
And earth hath no joy that heaven cannot preserve. 
“Thou hast made us for thyself and we are rest- 
less until we rest in thee’. We need not the 
wings of doves for flying to find rest when the 
Psalmist who prayed for them is given the wings 
of song to bear him, and us like him, unto the 
mountainous love of God (cf. Psalm 55:6 and 16). 


Let the Religious Education Director employ 
the Psalms in the Vacation Bible School. A ten- 
day program has just been completed in our local 
church, which attracted and held a record crowd of 
walking pupils, used to riding; no handiwork, for 
economy of material, when our schools had pre- 


‘viously been elaborate in this line. The Psalms 


drew them magnetically. Parents of the children 
declared the effects on home life to be most 
extraordinary. The Mother of a burly intermediate 
boy says “I’ve never known my son to read his 
Bible so eagerly.’”’ The church janitor who chauf- 


‘feured the non-walking pupils said “These chillun’ 


is the best this year they’s been a ’tall, and the 
school is peacefuller than its ever been.” 


Devotional schedules were given each pupil for 
his’ home worship. The opening worship at the 
schoo] itself was built upon Psalms of the following 
ten themes: 


I. Penitence: Psalm 51. | 
Il. Deliverance and Salvation: Psalm 40-130. 
III. Righteousness: Psalm 1-5-15-24. 
IV. Security: Psalms 27-37. 

V.. Peace: Psalm 46, 85,and 119:1165. 
VI. Provision: Psalm 23-103. | 
VII. Glory and Power: Psalm 19. 
VIII. Praise: Psalm 150. . 
IX. Thanksgiving: Psaim 100. 
X. World Salvation: Psalm 67. 
h 


“. e Woman’s Auxiliary Study Book for 1933 
makes an excellent study guide for the Lesson 
Period, usable for the older groups. Parallel stories 
in I and II Samuel relating the Psalmist’s life make 
ideal story periods for younger departments. Key 
Verses from the above Psalms furnish abundant 
quotable verses for the memorization period. 
Metrical versions of the Psalms provide material 
for a Hymnology class. The imagery of the 23rd 
Psalms was portrayed in a series of five living pic- 
tures bringing its truths to bear upon a modern 
family under present conditions. (The face of 
the Shepherd, robed in white, was always turned 
away from the congregation since he represented 
the Lord.) The back drops were painted by young 
people and were hung behind a home-made gold 
frame 12’ x 7’ hinged at corners so it could be 
easily dissembled and stored. Each scene was 
climaxed by appropriate music such as “‘The Ninety 
and Nine’ (Campion) “Beside Still Waters” 
(Hamblen) “He That Dwelleth In the Secret Place”’ 
(McDermid) “O, Thou Whose Bounty Fills My 
Cup” (Crewdson), ‘Come Ye Blessed” (Scott). 

Employ the Psalms in your daily devotions and 
experience the melody they shall bring:out of the 
day’s monotony. Memorize several verses at the 
outset of the day. As one Mother did, turn to the 
Psalms as you turn disappointed from the postman 
when he bears no letter from the son in the army. 
Try the frequency of the Psalmist’s prayer life: 
“Evening and morning and at noon will I pray and 
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= cry aloud and he shall hear my voice” (Psalm jargon of our day that no religion is adequate for 
:* 55:17). If you are too busy to pray, you are busier our century unless it has experienced everything 
a: than God wants you to be. Anyway, you should — that mankind has endured in the past, and every. 
+ remain on your knees in spirit when you rise from thing he is wrestling with in the present, and 
e - them physically, as humility ia the presence of the nything he might encounter in the future. Again 
= everpresent God. So, the Psalmist’s three times for with broad assertion, any Christian can claim on 
2 | daily prayer is hardly too frequent if you want the the basis of the Psalmist’s experiences with God, 
Bi music of God let into your life through the prayer that no one could be called upon to endure more 
B gate. Prayer and praise are kindred spirits, and in personal and national calamities than he, yet every 
, the Psalms they are wedded to each other. -. Jament man wailed forth from his Psalms was 
ie . “All one’s life.is music if you strike the notes answered by a song of victory from God in that 
ts rightly and in time,” (John Ruskin). The right same Psalm. The Psalms proclaim the fountain 
B notes are in the Psalms of the living God; the time source of the righteous (Psalm 24:5), salvation 
| is now. If this generation is to emerge with a song for the loathsomest sinner (Psalm 38), and a “new 
i of victory from the wrecks of this 20th century of ‘song in the mouth” of the saved sinner (Psalm 
: time, then Christians to whom the oracles of the 40). God’s songs are the only “songs of victory” 
aS ) true God are committed must release the music Over sin and all its consequences. | 
e of God in His Psalms for the glory of God himself. “And He hath put a new song in my mouth; 
= He inspired them. They are the songs that please even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and ; 
‘i when returned unto Him. Christians must release, ~ fear, and shall trust in the Lord.” (Psalm 40:3), 
BS the music of the Psalms for their own inspiration “T will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: | 
p and then for the salvation of all S62 having ears will sing praise to my God while I have my being” 
. i to hear, will hear. It has been declared in the Psalm 104:33. | 


Ten Words In Stone JEHOVAH TSIDKENU 
| (PRONOUNCED SID-KAY-NOO) 


At.the National Bureau of Standards Labora- 

tories in there is a machine so power- (The Lord Our Righteousness) 

ul that it could crush a locomotive to scrap iron 3 ne 
f in one motion; another so sensitive it can weigh a » I once was a stranger to grace and to God. | 
| wisp of cigarette smoke. Apparatus is available I knew not my danger; I felt not my load. | 
i that can detect the amount of heat produced by a: Though friends spoke in rapture of Christ on the 

candle at a distance of 200 miles! In these labora- — | 

a tories is the greatest accumulation of apparatus’ Jehovah Tsidkenu meant nothing to me. 

ever brought together for one purpose: to maintain 

F absolute standards of quality and quantity. As one When free grace awoke me by light from on high, 

ci - man put it, “If you want the absolute truth, go to Then legal fears shook me; I trembled to die. 


36 
After) tat, your only No refuge, no safety, in self could I see. 


tells us that Gai who made the Tsidkenu my Saviour must be! 


world is more interested—if we may so speak of My terrors all vanished before that sweet name. 
My guilty fears banished, with boldness I came 


a .  Him—in men than He is in mere stuff. As the 
= ‘Bureau busies itself in pursuit of perfection in 


. human Contrivances, God is pre-eminently con- To drink at the fountain, life-giving, and free. 
Ef cerned with testing the behavior of men, and His. Jehovah Tisdkenu— is all things to me. 
standard too is perfection. 4 
66 
The test that He imposes on men is what we the of death, 
. 3 gall the Ten Commandments—those words written. This “watchword” shall rally my faltering breath, 
. in stone at Mt. Sinai by the finger of God. Let us For, while from life’s fever my God sets me free, 
quickly use the summary of the Ten Command- Jehovah Tsidkenu!—my death song shall be. 
ments given us by Jesus Christ and see where we a aM, 
stand. He said, “The first and great command- —Robert Murray McCheyne. — | 
: ment is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with | 7 
" all thy heart, soul, strength and mind. And the Reader! Have you come to know that eternal” } 
second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor salvation—being right with God—depends not upon 4 
13 Your fancied righteousness, but upon the perfect 
; And what do we find when we are tested by righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ? Is your 
£ these words? Neither perfect love to God nor per- hope of heaven based on what You have done, § , 
| fect love to man, but most grievous imperfection or may be trying to do—or, by God’s grace, is 
and sin. 
Ah. th = d So § * your hope of heaven based on what Christ. has 
, | , then, we nee meone who can make up 9 a aretha: 
. for our deficiencies and enable us to stand before done for you? This is the watchword of salvation 
bo that God whose scrutiny penetrates even to the Jehovah Tsidkenu! which, being translated means, ’ 
a secret thoughts of the hearts of men. We need “The Lord Our Righteousness.” Trust no longer 10 
Jesus Christ the Son of God who redeemed His self, or in the church, or in the sacraments, or in 
people by bearing their penalty when He died for your good works—but trust only in the Christ who 
them on the cross. We must have Jesus Christ as took the place of guilty sinners that He might 
our Saviour from sin, The Home Evangel. rescue them from eternal loss! The Home Evangel. 


| 
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Natural Revelation 
By D. C. Macintosh 


The Harvard Register 
April, 1942. 


In the Dudleian Lecture at Harvard, Yale’s dis- . 


tinguished theologian offers a series of five di- 
visions of general and special revelation. But in 
every case, including God’s saving revelation of 
Himself in Christ, revelation is interpreted as 
normal and natural. Dr. Macintosh rejects the 
doctrine of miracles held by Dr. Warfield as well 
as the neosupernaturalism of Barth and Brunner. 
Instead, “‘everything is miracle until we call it 
natural, and everything is equally natural that 
actually happens’’. The revelation of God in Christ 
is. described as “natural and non-miraculous”, “as 
natural and normal as it ever was in the experience 
of any Christian”. “It is not of any miraculous 
birth nor of any miraculous reanimation or trans- 
mutation of his physical body after death that 
we are thinking’. With the denial. of the super- 
natural goes such a considerable measure of inde- 
pendence to physical reality and to the human 
will as limits God’s sovereignty. ) 


Against such naturalism the USA Assembly 
affirmed the Five Points, but to appease this 
naturalistic pressure the left-wing of that body 
issued the Auburn Affirmation. Dr. George W. 
Richards of the Reformed Church has recently de- 
scribed the Auburn Affirmation as perhaps of 
equal significance to the official modifications of 
the standards by the USA Church. 

Our 1939 Assembly unanimously declared that 
our ordination vows involve the acceptance of the 
Virgin Birth and the bodily resurrection of Christ, 
the 1940 Assembly endorsed this in thesi deliver- 
ance, while the 1942 Assembly re-affirmed the 
testimony by unanimously passing the Lilly reso- 
lution. These repeated and unanimous acts of our 
General Assembly pledge our Church, her commit- 
tees, conferences and educational] institutions to 
stand as bulwarks of the faith, opposing this tide 
of naturalistic unbelief.—Wm. C. R. ; 


The Presbyterian Conflict 
By Edwin H. Rian 
Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. — Price $1.00. 
In this volume Author Rian has given us one 
of the really great religious books of this genera- 
tion. Unless it’s influence is smothered it will 


be a powerful boon to the position held by evan- 
gelical Christians who sincerely believe in historic 


Christianity. The author faces his 
a 


vigor and fairness as well as precision and scholar- 
ship. He tells us the truth without lowering his 
voice. He makes it clear that conservatives have 


a hard fight on their hands and they should be 


vigilant against illusions and wishful thinking. All 
who want to know the unvarnished truth about the 
‘Presbyterian Conflict”? can find an incisive ac- 
count of it on ‘these pages. Author Rian has no 
weathervane views on important religious matters. 
He points out what is at stake in this conflict in 
masterful fashion. The indisputable facts he pre- 


sents will arouse many sleeping Christians and en- | 


lighten many uninformed minds. 
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This book will not appeal to those who want . 
peace at any price, and are indifferent to doctrine 
or color-blind to vital distinctions. It will not give 
comfort to latitudinarians or those who desire to 


- straddle the fence or carry water on both shoul- 


ders. It will appeal strongly however to all who 
loathe machine politics whether found in civil or 
ecclesiastical councils. It will also appeal to every 
Presbyterian who is able to foresee the conse- 
quences of certain dangerous tendencies in our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. This book will show 
us that unless these tendencies are checked before ° 
it is too late the consequences will be disastrous. 


Ministers and laymen should by all means read 
this book and get others to read it. To encourage 
the circulation of this timely volume the publishers 
have reduced its price from two dollars to one 
dollar. Your dollar will be profitably invested if 
you order this informing book. It will give you 
information worth many times the modest price. 
Ten thousand copies of this book circulated through 
our Southern Presbyterian Church would open 
plenty of drowsy eyes. 


A Pastor Looks At Kierkegaard 


By Rev. William T. Riviere, D.D.. 


Published By Zondervan Publishing House 
Grand Rapids, Mich. — Price $1.50. 


Any author that has been read and quoted as 
much as Soren Kierkegaard for almost a century 
should be studied by all thinking people. The in- 
fluence exerted by this famous philosopher and 
theologian has been phenomenal. Dr. Riviere has 
been a student of Kierkegaard for a number of 
years and in this volume gives us some rich re- 
flections on this original mind. There is not a 
dull paragraph in this book. Dr. Riviere writes in 
clear, graphic and fascinating style. His penetrat- 
ing mind is able to clarify Kierkegaard’s writings 
so that the average reader can grasp the message 
of this celebrated Dane. He makes many of Kierke- 
gaard’s pages luminous by his crisp and, at times, 


humorous. comments. 


Dr. Riviere states the purpose of this book in 
these words: “Reader, meet the _ distinguished. 
Magister Kierkegaard.” Your reviewer feels that 


this pastor has done a good job in his introduction. 


After this introduction the alert student will want 
to know more of the religious thought of this 


Danish genius. 


Dr. Riviere acknowledges that he has been 
greatly benefited by his study of Kierkegaard. At 
the close of chapter six, he gives this significant 
testimony: “Do not undertake to study Kierkegaard 
unless you are willing to be. disturbed by his 
personal challenge as many before. As for me he 
clarified my thinking about natural theology and 
brought me into clear agreement with the openi 
lines of the Westminster Confession of Faith whic 
condensed John Calvin’s teachings. He also makes 
me more critical of myself and my work.” : 

Although this book is written primarily about 
Kierkegaard, the author makes some interesting 
observations on Karl Barth that are worth more ~ 
than the price of the book. If Kierkegaard and 
Barth have some things to say to our times that 
we should hear, then don’t fail to get this book 
written by one of our own Southern Presbyterian » 
ministers.—J.. R. R. 
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